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The Central Elections Committee Chairman 

Forbids Parties from Filming Voting Stations 

And Gave Instructions to Establish a Control Unit 

To Enforce Purity of Elections 

 

 

Today, August 26, 2019, the CEC Chairman, Vice President of the Supreme Court, Justice 

Hanan Melcer, published his decision regarding the petitions posed by several organizations 

on the issue of installing cameras at voting stations. 

In his decision, Justice Melcer determined that it is forbidden for parties and candidate lists 

to install cameras at voting stations, and that the systematic installation of cameras in 

voting stations requires legislation.  This decision is similar to the position of the Attorney 

General. 

Additionally, the chairman gave instructions to develop a pilot program to establish a 

control unit to enforce purity of elections, members of which will carry cameras on their 

persons, and will act in extenuating circumstances, as detailed below. 

During voting hours, Voting Stations Secretaries, and they alone, as arms of the Central 

Elections Committee, or inspectors sent by the Committee, will be allowed to photograph 

at voting stations, in extenuating circumstances, in which there is reasonable suspicion of 

a criminal offense at a voting station, and only if they were given concrete permission to 

film by the CEC chairman prior to photographing.   Under no circumstances may a voter be 

filmed or photographed behind the voting screen. 

The photographs or videos may be given only to the police or the CEC Legal Counsel - the 

act of giving these materials to any other person, or publicizing them on any media, or 

studying them maybe a criminal offense. 

Justice Melcer points out: members of a Voting Station Committee are not allowed to film 

or photograph, under any circumstances. 

Elections Purity Inspectors will make rounds, visiting different voting stations throughout 

Election Day.  They will assist voting stations secretaries and the police in maintaining purity 

of elections. 



Approximately half an hour before the closing of voting stations, inspectors will be stationed 

at voting stations according to criteria that they set, as well as at randomly chosen voting 

stations.  After the voting stations are closed, and the last voters have left the room, the 

inspectors, as well as voting station chairpersons who have been permitted to do so, will 

record, using secure cameras carried on their persons, the entire counting process.  The 

Elections Purity Inspectors will not leave their voting stations during the counting process 

– they will be present until after the counting is completed and the results are entered 

into the voting station committee protocol and the protocol is signed. 

Justice Melcer specified: 

"To my mind, there is no overstating of the importance of maintaining purity of 

elections.  It is the purity of elections that gives the democratic process life, and 

allows the public to have faith in the elected bodies – which then enables the 

democratic governing bodies to do their jobs in the name of the people who elected 

them. 

"For this reason, , the Central Elections Committee with do all that is within its power 

to uphold the purity of the elections and to realize the voters' will.  This includes 

thwarting any attempts to skew the results of the elections against the rules of the 

democratic process." 

Justice Melcer emphasized that the purpose of the police is to assist the Committee to 

preserve the purity of the elections and to do all that is within their power to prevent 

criminal acts, in addition to maintaining order on Election Day. 

Attached is the link to the full decision (in Hebrew). 

 

Sincerely, 

Giora Fordes 

Central Elections Committee Spokesperson  

https://bechirot22.bechirot.gov.il/election/Decisions/AllDecisions/decisions22/documents/hs_7_22_final_decision_cameras.pdf
https://bechirot22.bechirot.gov.il/election/Decisions/AllDecisions/decisions22/documents/hs_7_22_final_decision_cameras.pdf

